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I’m Going to JailI’m Going to JailI’m Going to JailI’m Going to Jail    
  If you didn’t know already, God has a tremendous sense of humour.  I’m really not sure I un-

derstand it but I absolutely have heard Him snickering all the way down here in Thunder Bay.  

What am I talking about?  Well as you can see from my headline, I’m going to jail.  That’s 

right.  Beginning next Friday, October 4th, I’ll be in jail.  Intriguing eh?  Have I created 

enough interest for you to continue reading?  Well . . . . Believing that those who receive this 

newsletter actually read it, I’m assuming you know that I’ve been taking steps toward becom-

ing Thunder Bay’s Police Chaplain.  It’s been almost two years from my first meeting with our 

Chief of Police who at that time, gave me positive feedback that allowed me to believe he was 

eager to see me serve in that place.  That being said, earlier this year I received word from him 

that he had other plans.  Although disappointing, in many ways I felt that was an answer to 

prayer as I’d been praying to hear SOMETHING that gave me an indication of his decision 

which up to that point I had been waiting on. This led me back to praying about what was next. 

  In August, I received a phone call from the chaplain at Thunder Bay’s local correctional facil-

ity, a gentleman whom I’ve forged a great relationship with over the last four years here.  

Since we’ve had lunch on a regular basis, I assumed he was calling to set up another lunch ap-

pointment.  It turns out his purpose for phoning me was all business.  He asked me if I knew 

whether the chaplain who has been serving at the District Jail had taken ill.  I told him that yes 

I did know that, in fact he was a member of Redwood Park Church and that I had gone to see 

him in the hospital just that week.  This chaplain friend of mine was now asking if I would 

possibly have any interest in taking his place as the chaplain at the jail at least until this fel-

low’s health situation could be settled.  There was something at that moment that caused me to 

laugh.  Here I’ve been pursuing working with the police for the last few years banging my 

head on a door that was NOT opening.  Now a door was being opened FOR me with NO head 

banging - to work with criminals!  What is the irony of that?   The more I have considered this 

before the Lord, the more I am convinced of His 

hand in all of it.  Who else needs the Lord more but 

those stuck behind bars?  I was immediately re-

minded of this verse from Matthew 25:36 “I was in 

prison and you came and visited me.”  So . . . I’m 

going to jail - gladly, willingly and joyfully, two days 

a week beginning October 4th.  Please pray for me as 

I bring a cup of cool water to those who need it most.  

Isn’t this what the Father has asked us to do so that 

we could inherit the Kingdom prepared for us from 

the foundation of the world? 
Thunder Bay District Jail 



For tax deductible contributions in 

the USA you may send and make 

your checks payable to: 

 

YWAM 

PO Box 3000 

Garden Valley  TX  75771 

 

In Canada: 

 

YWAM 

PO Box 57100   

RPO East Hastings 

Vancouver  BC  V5K 5G6 

 

For those of you who don’t want 

to have to remember to send your 

monthly check, both the Canadian 

and U.S. YWAM locations offer a 

monthly automatic withdrawal 

option.  If you are interested, 

please contact us. 

 
Please do NOT put our names on checks.  

Include a note in your envelope that the 

contribution is for Mark & Karen Daven-

port—YWAM Thunder Bay. 

“Trust steadily in God, 

hope unswervingly, 

love extravagantly” 

 
Phone: 807-768-4915 

Email:  
Mark: mark.davenport@tbaytel.net 
Karen: karen.davenport@tbaytel.net 

Mark & Karen Davenport 
5075 Dawson Road 

Murillo, Ontario P7G 0V3 
Canada 

 

YWAM Peacemaking 

    School is upon us once again and this will more than likely be the only year 

where all three of my kids are in one school.  With Simeon starting Grade 9 and 

Alex entering her Grade 12 year, they along with Jacob who is now in Grade 11 

will represent the Davenport name well at St. Ignatius High School here in 

Thunder Bay.  So what’s the “fam” been up to lately?  Mark and Alex are acting 

together in this years Redwood Park church Dinner Theatre performing “It’s a 

Wonderful Life” with Mark acting as mean old Mr. Potter and Alex playing a 

cousin of the Bailey’s.  Alex is also beginning the process of applying for col-

lege next year—Oh my gosh!  Plans are also underway for our families big trip 

to New Zealand!  Although Simeon will be staying here in Tbay with family 

friends, the rest of us are already getting excited for our three week trip there 

leaving on New Years Eve and returning January 20th.  I’ll be officiating a wed-

ding in NZ which is the primary reason we are going and we are all looking for-

ward to being in a country we’ve never been in before.  As a bonus, we’ll also 

be able to visit Karen’s sister in the Los Angeles area on the way to New Zea-

land.  I hope to be in touch with some great stories of our time there. 

  It has been an interesting year in our YWAM Nexia team.  Typically 

we have had an annual week of meetings that have taken place where 

those of us who are part of the YWAM Nexia group from all over the 

country come together in the Vancouver area to reconnect, meet new 

team members and talk, discuss and strategize about our work.  Those 

week of meetings were cancelled this year as our team was in discus-

sions considering a merger with the YWAM Vancouver team which is 

the team our family came to serve with back in 2004.  I am happy to 

report to you all that that merger has taken place and all of the 

YWAM’ers in the Vancouver area are now part of a single YWAM 

ministry!  That being said, in July of this year I received an invitation 

from one of our team members to come and be part of a week of train-

ing in the arena of peacemaking using the material from the 

“Peacemakers” ministry as a foundation.  Given that much of what I do 

as a Care Pastor involves just that, I happily accepted the invitation to 

join my YWAM colleagues in Salem, Oregon in July of this year to be 

part of this great training.  Not only did I benefit from that training but 

was once again able to reconnect with some of my YWAM team mem-

bers as well as make a stop in Vancouver to check in on my west coast 

friends as well.  Thanks Vancouver and NSAC for hosting me again! 

Family News 

The Peacemaking Gang 


